
The Honorable Edward Chavez, like me, 
obtained his undergraduate degree at Eastern
New Mexico University.  He graduated from 
the University of New Mexico Law School in 
1981 and built a successful legal practice.  In 
2003 he became the youngest Supreme Court 
Justice in recent memory when he was 
appointed at the age of 45.  He was appointed 
Chief Justice three years later.  He served on 
the Court for 15 years and authored several 
legally and socially important opinions, 
including Oliver v. Griego, which recognized 
the right of same-gender couples to marry.

Dear fellow New Mexicans:

The  District  Attorney's  Office  is  an  important  one,  and it  is  important  that  the
elected District  Attorney have the skill  and experience necessary to run it  well.
That's  why  I  have  endorsed  Scott  Fuqua  for  the  office  of  First  Judicial  District
Attorney, and I'd like to share that endorsement with you.

I got to know Scott during his time at the New Mexico Attorney General's Office.  As
the  Director  of  the  Litigation  Division,  Scott  frequently  appeared  in  our  court



arguing  cases  important  to  New  Mexico  and  its  citizens.   While  Scott  was  an
excellent advocate, he has not earned my endorsement because of his courtroom
skills.  I have instead endorsed Scott because of his experience managing attorneys
and  support  staff  –  experience  critical  to  be  successful  as  the  elected  District
Attorney.

While  serving  New  Mexico  as  the  Director  of  the  Litigation  Division  for  then-
Attorney General Gary King, Scott supervised nearly twenty different attorneys and
support staff.  His management and leadership helped the division and the office
run smoothly and effectively.  During the four years that Scott held that position, the
Division did some excellent work, ranging from the defense of same gender couples
to  marry  (a  case  Scott,  among  others,  argued  before  our  court)  to  stopping  a
planned horse slaughter facility in Chavez County to ensuring New Mexicans' access
to State trust lands blocked by a private land owner.

The District Attorney should be able to lead, manage, and advise the attorneys and
staff who do the day-to-day work of the District Attorney's Office.  I know that Scott
can do all of those things, and do them well.  Please join me in supporting him.

Sincerely,

/s/ Edward Chavez

The Honorable Edward Chavez (ret.)


